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 MOSCOW, Feb. 15— Soviet secret
‘police last month sought ‘unsuccessful-
1y to blackmail and recruit s a spy a.
US. Army attaché stationed in Mos-|
- cow: who is'a candidate to be.a mili-
tary adviser to Vice President Bush, a
position in which he would have ac-

msay ~: At ;
“The sources said the attempt to re-s
cruit: Maj. James R. Holbrook may!

" have included use of drugs to inmpac-é
itate. him and a military colleague, ef-

" forts to arrange compromising photo-!
graphs. of -Holbrook ‘and - an offer of,
“help” from a Soviet colonel whom
Holbrook knew from a previous East-:
ern Bloc assignment and - who mysteri-.
‘ously appeared on,the scene at a cru-:
‘cial moment. > édprtas oo
; The US. Embassy here has refused!
;all comment on the incident,. which;
the-sources described as the most seri-
“ous ~= although .crude — attempt to'
.compromise and. recruit ‘a- US. Em-,
. bassy™ staffer-. in.: Moscow in. ‘Tecent,
years..The attempt failed when Hol-!
‘brook and - his - traveling - companion,|
. Army Lt.°Col. Thomas A.- Spencer,|
immediately reported the' setup to,

.cess to high national secrets, reliable] -

~and US. officials have been attempting to deter-
,mine the state of Soviet military readiness in that
.Tegion. Soviet secret police closely follow and wal
“foreign attachés on such trips. ... -7 - . .

:always travel in pairs because of the dangers inher-

their superiors, -the sources said. Hol-. }
_brook since. has returned to Washing-:
“ton with his famiy. . e, R
.7 -[Holbrook, ‘contacted at his subur-%
:ban Washington home, refused to-dis-1
»cusa .the incident, saying he was. told
-*by our, PR guys that this is an’obvi-
“ous no’ i:tir‘nmenl:‘:'.itéxat:ion.DIe can’t tell
‘you-anything.” A State Department
.spakesman refused to’ comment, say-
ing, “We cannot. confirm or deny the
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“and refused to allow them to communicate with the

thing happening to them. - .=
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[Peter Teeley, press secretary’ for
Bush, said Holbrook.wes one of foord
persons recommended by the Army!
for the job of special military adviser-
the vice president. He said no ac-:
.tion has been taken on Holbrool’s or
-the. other nominations and the job is!
sofarunfilled] . 22 aer oy A s
. Sources ‘here said the entrapment attempt oc1
‘curred in the western Ukrainian city of Rovno, ap]
parently shortly before ‘Washington ordered - Hold
_brook-home for an interview for the job with Bush. |
;- Observers speculate that Soviet intelligence may
‘have learned that Holbrook was a orospect for the
‘position with-Bush, where he could have access to
-sensitive Reagan administration "secrets, sit in on
‘military strategy sessions and see highly classified
Jnformation of the United States and its allies, {
;- Holbrook, 41,a career officer highly regarded by
-the foreign community here as'a Soviet affairs spe--
cialist with perfect command of Russian, had beerJ
in Moscow since April 1979. He was transferred
‘back to Washington on Jan. 17, sources said. Spen«i
-cer is still assigned to the embasgy. - - ;
_ Sources said the incident occurred the week off

Jan . 12, when Spencer and Holbrook went to visit)’

Rovno and Lvov, the Carpathian military district
headquarters city. Both are near the Polish border,.

. While the two_were in Rovno, the sourmsaxd,.
Spencer was taken ill, possibly having been drugged,
and he and Holbrook became separated. Attachss

ent in being alore under constant close scrutiny by
Soviet agents. ST SRS N
;. The sources say Holbrook then became the target
of an entrapment attempt that centered. on efforts
to get compromising photographs of him. R
. "At this point, sources said, a Soviet colonel whoee
identity is unknown but who was said to have beer’
-acquainted with Holbrook from an earlier assigment)
in Potsdam, East Germany, intervened with the re

‘cruitment attempt. -+ - i - s R R
.. Holbrook is said to have flatly turned the’Soviets.
down. Some sources- said that for several tense
hours, the Soviets pressured the isolated Americans
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embassy or to leave Rovno. SRR S
. 'The embassy’s tight lid on information about the'
incident has ruffled other foreign attachés who want

The last kown major drugging incident ocourred:

‘in 1968 when a British and an American officer

"were reportedly drugged during a trip to Moldavia. |
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